Great Park Community Heritage Walk

Farmland, forestry and spectacular views

Abbey Cwmbhir Heritage Trust
Ymddiriedolaeth Treftadaeth Abaty Cwmbhir
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. Difficulty: Moderate.

"~ Distance: 6.9 kilometres 4.3 miles.
,,,,, : 5\% >= Duration: 2 hours approximately.

The Great Park is thought to have served as a deer park in medleval times, possibly predating the abbey
which was founded in 1176. Following the Norman invasion and conquest, Cwmhir was part of the
Marcher Lordship of Maelienydd. The Lordship of Maelienydd belonged to the Mortimers of Wigmore.
A surviving document indicates that the men of Maelienydd paid a large sum of money for the privilege
of hunting in the area, including over land belonging to the Abbey of Cwmhir. Concealed by
undergrowth in the wooded area are the foundations of the ‘Deer Shed’. This may have served as a
hunting lodge originally and later as a place where the deer were prepared for the table.

1. With the Notice Board behind you take the village road past Cross Cottage and St Mary’s Church on your left
and The Happy Union on your right.

Cross Cottage built in 1858 was the first school in Abbeycwmhir. It is said that the children made too
much noise for the Hall, which was close by and so in 1868 the school was relocated to a new building
about 200 yards along the road out of the village. The school then became a laundry for the Hall. It is
still known in the village as 'The Laundry'.

St. Mary’s Church was built by the Philips family in 1866 and is modelled on a Gothic style church in
Brittany. On each side of the churchyard there is a large, ancient yew tree, these are thought to be more
than 1100 years old.

The Happy Union has served as the
village's public house for over 200
years. Next to the Happy Union was the
village shop and post office.

2. Continue on the main village road going
past Home Farm on your right until you get
to the gates for the Hall. Take the minor
road on your left going uphill.

3. As you go up this lane you will come to a
junction with three options. Ignore the one
on the left which takes you to Garden
Cottage and the one to the right (Glyndwr’s
Way) but continue ahead uphill on the
tarmac road which will take you to
Llywn-onn Farm.
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View from behind Llywn-onn Farm




Llywn-onn is near the site of an early farmstead. The Tithe Map, circa 1840, shows a small farmstead
here, set in a field called LIwyn Onn.The present farm was built by the Philips Estate about 1850, one
of five farmhouses of similar design, built as part of an agricultural improvement programme. The
house, altered in recent times, was unusual in having all the windows in the gable ends. Opposite the
house stands a very good example of a mid-nineteenth century granary, recently restored and now
holiday accommodation.

4. Walk through Lywn-onn farmyard taking the lane between the two buildings passing through a five bar gate.
(Note this takes you slightly off the PRoW if you are following a map). Follow the shale path to the right (the
converted barn and fence line will be on your right and the outbuilding on your left).

5. Keep on this path until you reach a five bar gate (signposted PCC and bridle way). Go through this gate and
turn left following the fence line. Follow the path going steadily upwards, you will go through several five bar
gates.

6. Go past a quarry on your left and go through the gap in the fence line where a gate should be. At this point
it is not clear where you are going but head uphill towards the gap in the trees (at 11 o’clock).
Look behind for spectacular views.

7. Go through the gate in the top left corner.
(Not the first gate on the left). As soon as
you go through this gate you will see four
paths. Take the 3rd path on the right at 1
o’clock which is cut through the shrubs.
Follow this track all the way to the end and
turn left.

On reaching the forestry road look to
your right where you will see a low bank
and trackway disappearing into the
plantation. This is a probable boundary
of the deer park. The circumference of
the park was said to be seven miles,
enclosed by banks and ditches which
originally had a wooden fence on top.

8. You will very shortly come to the forestry road junction. Take the second left turning (way marked) and head
down hill following the track. This can get wet and slippery underfoot. Keep following this track until you come
to a natural t-junction with Cwmpoeth Cottage on your left. Bear right following the fence line going down hill.
You will go past Garden Cottage gardens, The Hall's gardens and you can see St Mary’s Church in the
distance on your right.

The Hall: In the 1820's Thomas Wilson built a house on the site of the building we see today. He cleared
the abbey grounds to create a romantic ruin. Good progress was being made with the house and
redeveloping the farms when Wilson went bankrupt. Wilson's house is hidden in the core of the
present house which was much enlarged by the Philips in the 1860's. Francis Philips was a cotton mill
owner and in 1837 he acquired 3,500 acres of land which was for sale around Abbeycwmahir.

Keep on the track going downhill to the left DO NOT take the private lane on the right which leads to Garden
Cottage.

Garden Cottage is where the head gardener at the Hall lived.

9. At the bottom of the lane turn right down towards the Hall gates. Turn right onto the main village road and
retrace your steps back to the Village Green and Notice Board.

Care should be taken when walking in the countryside. Follow the Countryside Code, keep dogs on a lead, especially near grazing
stock and respect people’s property and privacy. Our walks are steep and uneven in places and these can become challenging as a

result of inclement weather. Forestry operations periodically take place in woodlands so please observe all forestry notices. It is
advised that appropriate footwear and clothing are worn on our walks and that consideration is always given to matters of safety.

Whilst the Trust has researched all the routes for these guides, no responsibility can be accepted for any unforeseen circumstances
encountered. We would however appreciate any information regarding material changes or any problems encountered.
cwmhirabbey@gmail.com
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View from the top of the hill
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